. In answer to everybody’s first question:

no, this_is not a navalized version of the
Lockheed Vega! The resemblance between
the Lockheed and Consolidated products is
striking to be sure. And the Consolidated
Fleetster (the progenitor of the XBY-1) was a
contemporary of the much more successful
Lockheed ship. The Fleetster, like the Vega,
was intended to be s single-engine com-
mercial aircraft, but, for reasons about
which one can only speculate, the Fleetster
never equalled its Burbank contemporary.

The Fleetster was actually produced'in
two versions, a high-wing cabin job (the
Vega look-alike) and a parasol wing version
with the pilot situated aft of the wing. The
Fleetsters, incidentally, used an all-metal
monocoque fuselage, unlike the all-wood
Vegas. Only about two dozen Fleetsters of
all types were ever built.

The depression economy provided little
market for the Fleetster, a fact that was not
helped by Reuben Fleet's own indifference
to the big transport, even though it was
named in his honor! In an effort to breathe
new life into the project, Consolidated en-
gineers reconfigured the Fleetster into a
military aircraft, resulting in the XBY, a
handsome, monoplane Navy Bombi
era when the Navy was hopelessly
with biplanes. Besides being’ ary all metai
monoplane, the XBY1 had“an: internal
bomb bay, a flushfitting dorsal: gunners
hatch, and beautifully panted fixed landing

By MARK FiNEMAN 'This Vega Iookaiike is the military version Of"ﬂ'l
'bunld it from full-sme plans, available through our plan service, or turn’ th -

_hovative bomber \

work bemg equlpped as’it was’ WIth a {ali
wheef and retractablé arresting hook. With
a fixed span of 45 feét. the big ship might
have been.quite a job to handle within the
confmes of a hangar deck, but theé XBY1
was scratched by the Navy hefore she ever
saw the deck of an ft

out her rema:mm '

high-wing cabin Job-._-There--are jiist enough-_- :
details:to make the project mterestmg, but} Storn
notenough 10’ cause frustrationis TH . B
modelexcept. for a: slightly en-arged_ .
stabrlszer was built to 1/20 scale.inhonorof ¢
my Czech:model building friends; who de-
sign-‘all: of their scale modeis to ! that- '
criterion: S :
CONSTRUCTION S
Construction tips. Most. of the ma £
sheet. stiuctures (wing ribs; fuselage
formers, etc.) are cut from. 1/16: shieet, |
recommended that you take the extra timé
to cut the fuselage formers:from 116 sheet’
made up from cross-laminated: sheets of
1/32 balsa. This will add a great deal of:
strength to the finished model with: a’
negligible weight penalty. Tail outlines are:
also laminated from strips’ 6f1/32. shest
softenéd in hot water and hotsehold am-:




stringers t :
construction: (located. at
‘ and side pOS!UOnS) W

b[es adrum wrap with 1/3_ sh
the three, 1/8-inch: thick rin
the. assembly,” cross-lami
along. Finally, : ‘sand the: fro
_smooth i_'ouncfed_co

gliied inplace
doubler on top of the wire
jsandWIch arrangement. e
‘Onniy model, |'ran an add il
from F2 to the’main gear wire and soldered
fHé two together for “additional strength.
This brace strut wire was anchored to F2
through a short length of 1/16 aluminum
tubing glued into F2. The balsa landing

glued: around th
__sanded to sha _

. filFand smooth the landing gearcontours 0
* the'streamlined shape shown in the accom:
panying photos The finished: model has
several thread “wires” attached to the land:
ing gear that were 5|mu|ated Wlth Very fme
sewing elastic. : :
Finish and detalls. The_entlre mode was
covered with white Japanese ti:
= shrurik;” and’ giveh. two ¢
5 'c]ear nitrate dape. A 'a generaf' {
do as’ much detan This

. the ribbied flotation‘'gear intake s¢
exhaust stubs are added right before paint-
- ing. The entire model is meditim® gray, ex-
cept for the tops of the wing and hiori if

“tate, and then gray
AI.I of the black fe

gear structures, _wheel pants sand brace steut. |
; b Each
5

“and I[ghtvvelght spackling were: needed to'
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