Gat

‘By BILL NORTHROP ...
WAG” was the second in Walter A

get it?) “Rudder Bug’
¢ the original Rudder Bug,
jewsuccessorto the hxstorlc

1g
._and now Fes des on dlspiay, in the Smlth-
sonian. - ...

.The, ”Bug was a “Good”. alrplane.:m
more ways than one. Having been pub-
lished as a construction article in the spring
of 1949, no less than 11 out of the 32.R/C
entries at.the 1949 Nats (There was. only
one category back then ... “R/C").were
Ruddeér Bugs, and one of them guess
who 5, won the event. : :

The “WAG” was next, des;gned and
bu' tin early 1953 and flown to third place
at.the 1953 Nats, using rudder-only it was
published in the; April 1954 issue.of - Air
“Trails; and is the subject of this construction
article: itretained many of thé Rudder Bug
' deSIgn features, including the characteris:
tic, all-important, tip-stall killing, built-in
washout in.the outer portion of each wmg
pal e]_' ;

: wn to fn.re foot wingspa
first test version, it was to be called the

greenm nylcn'wlth white trim, biack plnslrlpe r
really tempted to bulld another onel:- :

;

_“Everythmg Under Contr
: “th

riodeler; modified the'de-
signi to s 1outthe fuselage profife; but
only after consultlng with Walt, whoicon=:
fided that the step really wasn’t that effec=

‘tive in curing the baliconing problem. We
-also switched toa tait: -dragger fanding gear,

preferring the-ooks and saving of weight.
It worked fine ‘on our grass flying field.
As it tiitned-6ut; the ballooning wasn’t
that blg a-deal; and what little there was
came in handy when' maklng a dead-stick
(normal) landing. By setting up a glide
approach that was a ilttl Gff- center, I

p[ane was about flv ¥
(rudder response was slower
When

wrlter gj

_ Iogged at least

“nylon and clear doped w:th th.lnned t

caperhents, &
and.up and

Gailopmé Ghos {pmp
taneous. rudder ande

about fay o
tage periot;

in the sketches, ext ep
between:Steps: 2 and
that you build the
1/2 hard balsa. Yo

them to the crutch. t-- at poi
propriate 1/8 x 3/8 braces an
bowing the longerons slight
front so they fairinto the soli
the nose; ¥ou ¢an make a 1/8
head, using the pattern for th
madin gear mounting bulkhi
notches for the longerons
*Itis very important to follow't
procedure for:building the wasl
the:wing: tips.:Simply build
panel, then'cut away the:t
edge. Finally; trimm the bottor
outer four ribs to fair into the
adding the small bottom wed
gap from the ends of the ribs;
_-Note that the elevatarand r
ing edges are left bluntiand
This was done purposelytoi
trol response without reqiiri
flection. It was a!most overkill;

green_'

rate. The trim: was. WhltE‘. wzth black

forgot to wmd the escapement
the ship took off on; ltS ownfo
vacation!::




