'® Only a madman would squander erght

“dollars and eleven hours of his precious -
“modeling time to: réproduce:a 50¢
- airplane; Unless.it happened tobe avery"
: special 50¢ airplane. Like; say, one of]rm :

 Walker’s old' A-f Interceptors.:

- Company; up in Portland, Oregon,.

Now I’m not prepared to arguie about:
whether ‘or inot Walker invented the
rfolding-wing Interceptor..But:] am:-=
: prepared to argue that the’ Interceptorj
“taught more kids about thermals than
: any other model ariplane ever designed. :-

Walker's American funior Aircraft

pumped out Intérceptors by the thou-

: Slide them:out, hook up the wing

;. modek .

rubbers; slip the stab in‘place and your. - -
nterceptor. was ready for flight. A
" "launching stick and catapult rubber
. were provided. -

:To fold an Interceptor for Iaunchmg

‘'was a simple matter. Two fingers under

the wing trailing ‘edges; :lift them u
simultarieously and rotate them botﬁ
forward. Then fold the wing panels
straight back - until the: tips°meet’ each

- other’ jUSt behind the rudder.

You'll ‘notice a notch like"a shark’s
mouth down under. the nose. Slip the
catapultirubber:into it and aim the
now more like a rocket than
an-airplane...... straight up. Stretch the
rubber and release her with your best

- slingshot follow-through. The rest is

automatic.

The Interceptors of my youth would.

arc swiftly upwards to incredible heights
higher than you could throw a

. corncob ~higher-than a phone po[e,
-before their. wings snap ed-

even! .
magrcaily open and they began t
long soaring descent back to earth:
Only sometimes .
made the Interceptor so special .
sometimes they didn’t descend. Some
times they began circling, and they
circled UP instead of down! Hey, hey! In

my mind’s eye I can still see my first lost" |
~Interceptor, spirailing off into the T
" dihedral brace, or cut it frorn. an-old: . fre
dural -landing gear scrap:: AEumlnum;:'--
béer can stock will make the wing roots,

summer sky above the now-defunct

South Dakota (Ohio) Airport. The year

was 1952, and up till then Fhad onlyrea

about thermals in magaziries. Long after:;

MArsray ™t rsrifd e ey

. the price, the glory of it; flrst klci ont

':"._ same. theme. T4 €
with “Wish:I had:a hundred dellars:for

© The A< Intércept

ccally every drugstore and fives an
“in America..

. and this is what.

The A J INTERCEPTOR

the model disappeared,:
catch an occasional flash of sunirght
its alumlnum ‘wing roofs;: Two wee
allowance, gone with the wind! Ah; b

block to thermal out!: .
- And itseems thatmy tory:sn tunlqu
‘Whenever I-take the interceptor.
club meetrngs, to the:habby:sh op,to he
Hlying-field . ..:1 hear variations.on the

at:begin ot end

every. one of then: things: I've: lost

‘market..
The lnsplratlon for the model shown

“in.the drawings came from a fouir-color

-dd.-on:the-back. cover. of a-May, 1956

-Model: Airplane:News. Let me; makedt
‘clear’that:this is only an‘eyeball repro-
duction. I doubt that-any of the originals
- still exist. (That'Hl get.us.some mail! wcn)
- I's been nearly.a quarter=centt '
. production stopped 'andatthat
| sands during the long decade following §
- World War [l: They came assembled but:
' folded.up-in-a narrow cardboard box:-

Interceptor was once available.i in racts-,

—But, enough prattfe Erther you 're

-crazy enough.1o want lo build one ‘of
these:things; or: you re not. lf you
-quallfy, read oni

- Walker:used: soft Balsa throughout on

5._the interceptor, to keep the-weight

down:{there:are:quite a few-aluminum
parts; -temember). I you::intend: your

E-mode for:flight. and’ net - merely fori
idispld

u-should dothe same.
In case: you don’t have a copy’ of MAN g

g'for May-of /56 in.your back:pocket, 've

tried to provide enough photos toaliow

Jyou-to: duplicate:most.of the Inter:
ceptor’s: markings. The originals- were
“sitk-sereened onto the balsa, butthiscan: giv
be reproduced with surprising accuracy: - ¢
: using just-a ruler:and a selection‘of felt.
pens. {The eight dollars estimated: cost
“includes over two dollars in pensi} The . bit st
rudderis:donein red allother markmgs“ look av

are biue.

" meter. The small clips out on the wings;

was -atguably he
best: fiymg ready—to—fly ever: to hit he ¢

- - long! Itworked OK on the bench; ‘but:

, wings open under'f

dlmei

i d'owei that provrdes the catapult handle o
'Walker used aslightly soft wire for the '
wing collar, sa it could’be bentfore a and -
ft-afong the sloping turtledeck to
hange the wingincidence. isubst[tuted w
piario:wire,  of about paper-clip dia-.

. to. which the wing-foldin -__rubbe [
. attach;:are: made_' om :half. 3 staple, -
;.supergl_ued in place. How Walker: |
= built e n:one of these: comp[ex Irttle-_'
_.much Iess s pro

: arrwed at’ pamfullyr On my -flrst '

: ceptorreplica; lgot the partslayout
- after “only’ twoitries; bt 1 o
 mistakeof gluing the ataminum famng.-_
 ini place arouind a #14 rubber band. Too .

~had toradd a‘second band to: mak 5 th

: B W
uritil your entire ptane is: comp '
Where ‘you put those :90° bends :
determine the angles ‘of attack of your
wing, -all-important if you want your.
model to fly: i make thi

laid- the: fuselage c
the:stab angie,
degrees positive in eiation to'th
This “few degrees’-' amounts to be

leading edge. -
Noseweight:on:
ceptor: cofisisted. of a: plece--
rod embédded ina slanting hole in the
fuselage. Mine took more steel (cut with

Dremel tool from the shaft of:a20-penany "
' nat!) than seemed appropr:ate, evento -
; % CG. Maybe it was the light .

- of Aero Gloss clear spray dope |
gave all the parts; to seal the markings -
: agamst motsture Or maybe my nosesisa;

i 2o the MAN: ad doés makeiit.

Sticklers for accuracy wrll notice thatif'; sports |
omitted - from:the - wing markings the ' a ri

dive brikes;:the wing cannons; and the ' ref

folding instructions printed:b
trailing ‘edge. (They sard something ||ke
“Fold: up; then back;’ with-app
arrows:. -if memory:serves.). -

k O'n-.;the'; g

Use K & S sheet aluminym for thewmg Y

The hardwood bearing for the dihedral: ~ forty




