DANCE WITH NANCY

ThIS scale-like R/C soarer'was demgned to be quick and easy to build, yet maintain pleasmg Imes. The objec--

tives were accomplished. .

® Nancy is a bird “hatched” out of
sheer necessity. As any of my friends in
The Harbor Soaring Society (of which
I'm a proud member) will tell you, my
lack of skitl and confidence could set the .
flying of R/C sailplanes back twenty
years.

My first attempt was my paI Bob
Hahn's design, “Lil-T", and it flew great
until | stalted it out coming back foward
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myself—reversed controls and augured
it in smack dab on the white divider line
on the highway below the cliff. Most
people would have been smart enough
to tackle a Nordic type trainer next, but
not old Hot Thumb. We had to try a
fibergtass Phoebus. Beautiful and fast,
but any lack of talent on the stick and
you had a problem.

After looking long and hard at kits

with a bonus thrown in. . .its flying capabalitles are above average BY JACK ELEM

and plans | decided to attempt to deszgn
and build my own, with" these: crsterla,_-:'
easy and straight forward. to- build,
pleasing lines that would: hopefally
resemble a full size sailplane, clean and::
fast for good penetration when'needed
able to be flown slow for light lift, "
and most importantly, forgiving of some

of the impossible positions that only }

could put it into without radical: stails

and falling off on one wing.

Nancy “flew right off the board”
{how’s that for an original saying). She
has done all | could ask as a nice docile
trainer for me, but little did | know her
real potential, until in the expert hands
of my friend John Donelson.

john flew her to 4th place in Standard
Class at this year's Nationals in Chicago
and then a few weeks later placed 4th in
Precision, 2nd in Duration, and 3rd
Overall in “The Big One”—The League
of Silent Flight Soaring Tournament at
Livermore. Nancy turned out to be quite
a dancer with the right partner. I've
been happily surprised by a few people
asking for plans and in particular The
MODEL BUILDER, so here you go.

for the nose blocks, go ahead. You may
not want to make the soldered brass
rudder and elevator horns. Use conven-
tional nylon but make certain you have
plenty of throw. Retain the angle of
incidence shown for the wing, and zero
for the stab, Minimum dihedral was used
without loss of agility in turns; too much
detracts from a sailplane's appearance.

The original Nancy was built with a
one-piece wing, in which case dihedral
braces B-1 and 2 are used, If your
transportation size is limited, build the
wing in two pieces, using 5/32"" music
wire bent to the same angle as B-1, and
brass or fiberglass tubing,

Regarding the canopy, it can make or
break the beauty of your ship. The

Nancy is covered in Monokote with a color scheme. for competition flying: White for
the ground and against blue sky; red on one tip, biue on the ather for distance and:agai-n"st_ c_:lo.u.ds_,- .

Hopefully the plans are more or less
self explanatory, however a few sugges-
. tions, The airfoil, wing and tail areas,
nose and tail moments were designed
with helpful counsel from Bob Hahn and
John Donelson, both famous as desighers,
builders, and winning flyers, so stick to
these, If you want to c¢hange wing tip
shape or use your own particular shape

plans show how a Fliteglas Phoebus can-

Nancy is covered in Monokotew:th a color scheme for-competition flwng.
the ground and against blue sky; red on one tip, blae on the other for:distance’ anid agamst clotds:
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John heaves Nancy off the cllffs at Torrey Pines, A very popular spot for slape soarlng.of toth
H/C and full size giiders, this day was almost dead calm, For the results, see photo below,

. The'glldei;- fiying expert who discovered Nancy's
competition ability, John Danelson.

opy. which:iwe happened to have (re-
member glider number two?) however,
Francis Products has one for their Cirrus
which s~ béautiful, Lirge Sig or Du-Bro
canopies will work fine also, take your
pick, but. get :the canopy before you
start:carving the.nose: area, then you can
blend the shapesof both more accurately
to your taste. Try.and use care and keep
the beautiful: compound: curve in mind
when: trimming: the canopy..Leave at|
least 1/2" to-3/4" oversize for ease of
holding down for epoxymg to the canopy:
frame. o i

= Build. the: frame in: piace using Saran:
Wrap between the: frame and cockpit
area, and:use the’ epoxy- sparingly. Be
sure and:wash: the-canopy: with soap and
witer, then clean:it with rubbing alcohol
and. carefully:scratch with-a small blade -
the: fine line ‘where: the canopy meets the
frarmie. Masking tape will hold it.in place
white the gpoxy sets.

The whole b:rd is covered wnth Super

Have you ever seen a more naturat portralt of "THE CONTE NTED MODE LER” than thqs? Photo'
by (Mrs,) Tynee Vidal shows Mancy's designer (and father), Jack Elem, working on+‘El Tabasco,”
a rubber speed iob, Flightmasters are reviving this interesting:category: with severat contests. .




