Sport biplane looks add an alr of realism
to this profile stunter. Side view shows
Pitis Special/Christen Eagle influence.
Leadout guide bolts to strut,

Fully aerobatic
.40-powered
biplane stunt
model offers
scalelike
appearance.

Tom Dixon

hat control line stunt flier has

¢ not imagined a fully acrobatic
biplane? How many biplanes
have been built, only to be disappointing?
When built properly, this model will nof
be a disappointment!

[ wish I could take all the design credit,
but [ just can't. When I was in Australia
in 1938, Sydney club member Grant Wylie
offered me his Zephyr bipe to fly. He was
enthusiastic about the mode! and its ability
to fly very accurate eights and overheads; I
was skeptical.

One flight convinced me that Grant was
correct. The Zephyr, a design by Raymond
Zarichak, was published in the July 1979
issue of Model Airplane News. 1 dow’t
believe Ray would be insulted by my
saying it is. . .uh. .. functional in design.

Beautiful it isn’t, but there is no cjueslion
that it flies very well.

For a couple of years after my trip to
Australia, [ kept thinking about that Zephyr.
I didn’t want to build one, but I did want to

- capture the flying ability in something more

scalelike. Working from the magazine-size
Zephyr plan, I began to design the 38 Special.
Most of the basic aerodynamics were
retained while throwing in some looks of the
Pitts Specials and Christen Eagle full-scale
aercbatic bipes. For a more scale look and
better pavement landings, the landing gear
was changed in Jayout and material. The top
and bottom wings were made equal in size for
equal inside and outside tumn rates, and a
cheek cowl of %-inch balsa was added to the
nose for more stiffness and better engine runs.

Because Zarichak’s article commented
that the Fox .35 in his plane “needed to run
in a two-cycle,” T used a Fox .40 modified
for stunt in the prototype. I wanted more
power reserve.

The first model exceeded all my expecta-
tions. However, it was lost when the handle
pulled out of my hand as the model regained
line tension after going slack while I was
attempting the pattern with the engine
running too slowly. Only Randy Smith ever
saw it perform.

It took me two years to build another—
the model shown in the photos. This
plane is even better, The nose was
lengthened ¥ inch for easier balancing,
and a Royal .40 modified for stunt
provides more power.

May 1893 18
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